3 Steps: Prepare your medical
sharps for safe disposal

To help reduce the risk of injury, follow these steps to correctly package your
used medical sharps for safe disposal.

1. Place the sharps in rigid, puncture-resistant containers =
that have secure lids or caps.

NOTE: DO NOT add bleach to the container. Bleach may not
completely disinfect needles, and it could spill and injure —
you or the people who handle the waste.

Fill until it's 5
two-thirds full -

Seal
tightly

Acceptable containers include:

e Commercially available sharps containers
e Thick-walled plastic detergent or bleach bottles with screw caps

Unacceptable containers include:

Coffee cans (the lids are too easily punctured)
Plastic milk jugs

Plastic bags

Aluminum cans

e Soda bottles

2. Visibly label the sharps container with one of the following:

¢ Biohazard e |nfectious waste
e Sharps e Bio-hazard emblem

If you have put sharps in a recyclable container, label it “do not recycle.” When the
container is full, sealed and labeled, store it out of reach of children. Dispose of it
properly at a sharps collection station.

All Froedtert & the Medical College of Wisconsin emergency
departments accept sharps 24/1.
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