
Internet Crimes Against Children (ICAC) 
 
October 4, 2023 

 

Attention Caregivers,  

 

The Wisconsin ICAC Task Force recently advised law enforcement of a troubling trend occurring statewide in 
regards to financial sextortion.  The ICAC Task Force reported a significant increase in reported sextortion 
incidents involving children & teens since the fall of 2021.  If you have children or teens in your home or life, that 
are utilizing a smart phone, please take time to educate them on this topic, if age appropriate. 

A typical incident of financial sextortion involves an offender duping a victim (trends indicate teenage boys) into 
sending nude or otherwise compromising images in-trade for other nude or compromising images via a variety 
of social media platforms.  Upon receipt of the images, the offender will contact the victim and threaten to post 
or share the compromising material sent by the victims with the victim’s family, school, friends, etc., unless money 
is sent to the offender via an electronic platform.  (Giving in to the extortion and sending money, often leads to 
a request for more money.) 

Unfortunately, this type of victimization has led to numerous suicides across the United States, as victims feel 
they have nowhere to turn.  Most of the financial sextortion cases targeting youth originate in Nigeria, Philippines 
and the Ivory Coast in Africa, making prosecution very difficult. 

Education & awareness is the most significant strategy in which to combat sextortion.  There are many 
available resources:  The National Center for Missing and Exploited Children (NCMEC) has tools to remove and 
identify Child Sexual Abuse Material from common websites and platforms:  Take It Down (ncmec.org)  Family 
resources are available at NetSmartz Home (missingkids.org)  Wisconsin DOJ also has resources on its website 
related internet safety ICAC Task Force Home | Wisconsin Department of Justice (state.wi.us) and also have 
their own podcast Protect Kids Online (PKO).  These resources are free to all. 

Accompanying this situational awareness alert is an article published by the Washington Post on October 2, 2023 
pertaining to sextortion that offers additional insight to this troubling trend. 

 

Thank you for staying informed and educating our youth! 

 

New Berlin Police Department 

16300 West National Avenue, New Berlin WI 53151  •  (262) 782-6640  •  nbpolice.org 

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/1NTLC5yWrRSZpZlKFOk4wh/
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/iPieC73AwpiAVAR6SNdIX6
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/ehLrC9r2yDckNkOKU1hDv6
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